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of Hof, behind a marshy stream. Immediately behind the
bridge, he placed a hussar regiment, supported in rear by 2
regiments of infantry, and another of hussars. On the wooded
heights to his right, he posted a jager regiment with some
hussars; on his left, another jager regiment, also in a wood.

The French skirmishers, advancing about 3 p.m.* against
the Bussian left, were driven back when their opponents had
been strengthened by one of the jager regiments from the
centre.

Murat next, leading the dragoons he had with him and
followed by d'Hautpoult's cuirassiers, hurried across the
bridge. Their formation constricted by the narrow defile, the
dragoons were overwhelmed, before they could reform beyond
it, by the onslaught of the Eussian hussars and cotssacks, and
were carried back in confusion across the bridge, The
reserve Prussian regiment, following over the bridge without
orders, was in turn overthrown beyond it, and pushed back
across it by the French. The flight of this regiment broke
the other also, and both were hotly pursued until tlicir horse
artillery brought the French cavalry to a halt, and compelled
them, to retire,f Again reinforced, Murat outjc more
advanced, but was checked by an infantry regiment iu
squares. This afforded times for the rally of the Itussian
hussars who yet again drove off the dragoons. At last, the
cuirassiers, led by d'Hautpoult, eaiae to their rescue, and by

* Wilson, p. 95. Tho Bussiuns placed 8 picked battalions with their tight
on Hof, and their left on a wood, their front covered by a deep ravine and 8
guns. The Emperor ordered the cavalry to attack without waiting for Boult
(Marlot, i. 254),

t Soult says the first cavalry attacks were repulsed, but tVHautpouU's
cuirassiers bore down everything before them, and broke a ituasian square,
Lcdru's brigade reached tho llof plateau at. the name tinio OH the cuiniftttars
(Aroh* JBfo*.). Marbot (L 254) says the Kmperor thought it better to attack
with the cavalry without waiting for Soult. The light cavalry was tot
repulsed^ then the dragoons; finally d'Hautpoult^ euirowicra crashed through aU
opposition.

Speaking of Murat's handling of tho cavalry at Hof, Jomini (Fid de
Napoleon, ii. 856) remarks that he insisted on passing his brigades, in succession,
through th* defile of a marahy brook, thereby exposing them to defeat in detail.